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29 YEARS:
FOR EACH
OTHER

"We urgently need to bring to our communities the
limitless capacity to love, serve, and create for and
with each other." — Grace Lee Boggs

Dear Friend,

It's Sarah and Mingsi here, and we're excited to share our
perspectives on the Fall 2026 season as we celebrate 25
years of Kelly Strayhorn Theater (KST)! For a quarter
century, KST has anchored East Liberty's culture, bringing
together artists, audiences, and neighbors while investing in
their work and strengthening Pittsburgh'’s cultural and
economic vitality.

This programming year, our theme is “For Each Other,”
embracing the radical love and deep humanity that make
our world better. When we see and hear stories too often
left untold, we create a more inclusive world for
everyone.

Before we create for and with each other, let’s sit with our
own hearts, histories, and what we carry—joy and grief alike.
KST is a place to build home together, show up as you are,
listen deeply to stories different from your own, and
discover a shared sense of belonging through culture and
personal histories.

KST is a call-and-response theater: what happens on our
stages is only the beginning. Arrive early, stay awhile, and
connect. Some of the best stories we've heard are about
friends who arrived as strangers and left feeling more
connected.

Thanks for reading our love letter to the season. If we
haven't met yet, we look forward to meeting you at KST
soon.

In Community,

St AR ey
SARAH GILMER MINSI MA
PROGRAMMING MANGER ~ MARKETING SPECIALIST




ABOUT KELLY STRAYHORN THEATER

Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, with two venues
running along historic Penn Avenue. KST's Alloy Studios is
a cultural hub in the heart of East Liberty, and the historic
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is located in the thriving business
district. More than 20 years after its founding, KST is a
home for creative experimentation, community dialogue,
and collective action rooted in the liberation of Black and
queer people.
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MAL MACKENZIE

AURA
ABQOUT THE PROGRAM

A mother creates an Al chatbot of the daughter she’s lost to help
her mourn. But her child is very much alive, and he goes by
Dustin. Now spending more time talking to a version of her child
who never transitioned, the mother's memory of the past
fractures the present, leaving Dustin trying to hold the pieces
together.

AURA gives the divided pieces of an existence to the audience
and asks: as modern technology promises us authenticity,
connection, and self-expression, how do we know ourselves?

How do we know the people we love?
*created without the use of Al tools

Content Disclosure: This performance contains flashing lights.

ARTIST NOTE

AURA is about artificial intelligence, sure. More importantly, AURA
is about people. People suck. People smell bad. They chew too
loud. They love you too much or not enough or not in the right
way. But people are also beautiful. We make up stories. We paint
caves. And canvases and buildings and our own bodies. We cook
for each other.

Belief in the static binary nature of things shapes the stories we
tell about our own limits and convinces us that others can't ever
change. As a playwright, | am interested in breaking down those
binaries and showing just how much can exist in the space
between certainties.

I am also interested in assembly; getting people into rooms with
each other to create a strange, ephemeral, smelly darkness
together. Al can't do that.

Thanks for being human here tonight.
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ABQUT THE ARTISTS

Marissa Lily is a proud Musical
Theatre graduate of the American
Musical and Dramatic Academy in New
York City. Her stage and screen credits
include City Theatre, Kelly Strayhorn
Theater, New Hazlett Theater,
Pittsburgh Playwrights Theatre
Company, Amazon Prime, and Netflix.
An IATSE-certified costumer and
multifaceted creative, Marissa works
onstage and behind the scenes in
performance, music, viogging, and
styling. She also teaches dance and
creative arts at K-Theater. Connect with
her @itsmarissalily

Sarah Dugan (she/they) is currently a
Senior Marketing Major and Theatre
Minor at Pitt. Past credits include Into
the Woods (Milky White), The Wedding
Singer (Rose), Cincinnati (Susan) and
Mac Beth (Lady Macbeth). Sarah is so
grateful for their wonderful playwright
and director Mal for providing them
with this opportunity and being the
best ever! She would also like to thank
her friends and family for their
unending support and lovel!

Em Presley (He/They) is a California-
based actor whose previous credits
include Damned Without Vision (Philly
Fringe) and Roadkill Bambi (Edinburgh
Fringe).

Em Presley is also stuck at the bottom
of a well!? Hurry! Get them out of
there! They have a show to do!

Audrey Wells is excited to participate
in Freshworks as Shannon in AURA.
Since moving to Pittsburgh in 2021,
Audrey has performed roles including
Katherine Wiley in Radium Girls and
Mr. Wickham in Pride & Prejudice.
Offstage, Audrey works in
communications for the Allegheny
County Treasurer and enjoys running
and biking around town. They are
grateful to their steadfast support
system for their continued love and
support.




Ray K. Morgen (they/them) is a
queer, disabled, transdisciplinary
sound artist with a special interest in
new works development. They
graduated with an MFA in Sound
Design from Carnegie Mellon
University (2025), where their thesis
focused on sound design as a non-
normative embodiment practice and
relational artform. Recent credits:
include Macbeth, Robin Hood (Island
Shakespeare Festival) and upcoming
work: As Others Have Before,
November 6-8 at the Pierce Studio in
the Cultural District. ig: @morgensound

Claire is thrilled to be working with Freshworks for AURA. Recent
local credits include Misery, Is God Is, The Sound Inside, American
Buffalo, The Animal Kingdom, Unreconciled, The Shark is Broken,
God of Carnage, and Our Dear Dead Drug Lord (Stage Manager,
barebones productions), Die Hard N'at (SM, Bricolage), and Raisin
in the Sun (ASM, Pittsburgh Public Theater). Claire is also the
associate producer for The Unreconciled Project, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit theater initiative.

SPECIAL THANKS

Jacob Williams, Jaw Photography
Manny Walker, Man Made Studios
Theatre by Development

KST Staff and Crew
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FALL 2026 FUNDERS & SUPPORTERS
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