KST PRESENTS
BENEFIT | PARTY

HOUSE PARTY:
MIC DROP!

A BENEFIT FOR KELLY STRAYHORN THEATER

SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2026

7:00PM IMMERSIVE VIP REGEPTION
9:00PM KARAOKE & DANCE PARTY

5941 PENN AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA 15206 | 5530 PENN AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA 15206
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This year's fundraiser is a freshly reimagined,
high-energy karaoke party celebrating our
incredible community while raising funds for
the Fall 2026 season. Artists, celebrity singers, and
you will take the stage, because yes, we know you
can belt! It's joyful, a little chaotic, and designed
to feel more like a game than a fundraiser.

Here's the twist: Donate to Vote. Four Pittsburgh
celebrities are proudly rocking the mic, including
WAMO radio host Ki Ki B. Jones, Councilperson
Erika Strassburger, Jeremy Waldrup, President
& CEO of the Pittsburgh Downtown
Partnership, and the legendary Pastor Deryck
Tines. Each celebrity has two possible karaoke
songs, and you decide which one they sing.

It's part American Idol, part choose-your-own-
adventure, and 100% for a great cause, helping us
reach our $16,000 donation goal to support
artists, programs, and the work of KST.

We'll sing with you soon!
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JOSEPH HALL MELANIE PAGLIA
C0- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR C0- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR




ABOUT KELLY STRAYHORN THEATER

Named after 20th century entertainment legends Gene Kelly
and Billy Strayhorn, both natives of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
Kelly Strayhorn Theater (KST) is a home for creative
experimentation, community dialogue, and collective
action rooted in the liberation of Black and queer people.
We welcome our home to all who uplift Black, Indigenous,
people of color, and queer voices.

KST is an institutional arts anchor in Pittsburgh’s East End
that has served the community for more than two decades.
Since launching KST Presents programming in ‘08, KST has
been Black-led, fostering radical imagination for Black and
queer arts, culture, and community in Pittsburgh by
cultivating BIPOC and/or queer artists, entrepreneurs, and
arts administrators, developing their careers, and shifting
narratives around Black possibility.

HOST COMMITTEE

Alecia Dawn and Damon Young
Alonso Diaz-Perez

Amber Deemer

Ariell Antonio

Jasmine Hearn

Jerry Morosco & Ryan Yu

Mary McKinney Flaherty
Maureen Mahoney Hill
Michelle McMurray

Bekezela Mguni

Michelle Salopek

Nathan Darity and Valerie Vanness
Pam Golden

Richard and Randy Smith
Rickia Davenport

Taliya Allen

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Alyssa P. Lyon, Board Chair
Melinda Maloney, Board Vice-Chair
Cephas Claude Vidzro, Treasurer
Jennifer E. Altman, Secretary
Ariell Antonio

Yvonne Campos

Dana Bishop-Root

Jamita Browne-Poston

Martell Covington

Kyle Crawford

Cynthia Valenta Oliver

Adam Sukhia

Erika Turner

Sharonda L. Whatley

Hallie Doner

DIRECTORS EMERITI

Deborah Acklin
Stephanie Flom
Deborah Powell
Jamee Todd



STAFF

Piper Clement, Production Coordinator

Sarah Gilmer, Programming Manager

Rachael Gunning, Finance & Operations Manager
Joseph Hall, Co-Executive Director

Melike Konur, Director of Advancement

Mingsi Ma, Marketing Specialist

Elliot Mellick, Patron Services Coordinator
Melanie Paglia, Co-Executive Director

J-R. Shaw, Production Manager

Alexandra Zegar, Marketing Coordinator

PRODUCTION

Michele Lee Betts, Stage Manager
INEZ, Sound Engineer
Madeleine Steineck, Lighting Technician

INSTALL TEAM

Liam Lyons
Jason Kmetic
James Eaton
Sam Davidheiser
Adam Davy

VOLUNTEERS

Betty Batie
Christine Bethea
Sharon Briggs
Martel Brown Jr
Savionne Chambers
Sheila Levine
Brendan Ramnanan
Jameelah Ross

Joy Sato

Maranie Staab
Wadria Taylor
Darlene Trower
Faith Tucker

Cy (Cee) Washington
Bonnie Wax

INTERNS

Zion Joelle Ross, Marketing Intern
James Turner, City High Intern
La’'Nizjah Strothers, City High Intern



HOUSE PARTY

A BENEFIT FOR KELLY STRAYHORN THEATER

7:00PM VIP RECEPTION
9:00PM KARAOKE & DANCE PARTY

ARTIST SINGERS
TREASURE TREASURE
DS KINSEL
ANQWENIQUE KINSEL
BRIDGETTE PERDUE

CELEBRITY SINGERS

KI KI B. JONES

COUNCILPERSON ERIKA STRASSBURGER
PASTOR DERYCK TINES

JEREMY WALDRUP

DJ SETS BY:
SELECTA
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Anqwenique Kinsel is a vocalist and
educator specializing in opera,
classical music, jazz, and soul.
Angwenique currently serves as the
Program Director of Hope Academy
of Music and the Arts, an outreach
program of East Liberty Presbyterian
Church founded in 1999 to bring arts
education to children and youth in
our community. Angwenique holds

a long-standing connection to Kelly Strayhorn Theater including
participating in the flagship program Freshworks in 2014, and as a
vocalist in the fifth annual tribute concert, WHITNEY, in 2025.

DS Kinsel is an award-creative
entrepreneur and cultural agitator
who expresses his creativity through
painting, curating, public art, and non-
traditional performance. He is the co-
founder of BOOM Concepts, a
Pittsburgh-based creative hub
dedicated to the advancement of
Black and brown artists.

His work has been exhibited across the U.S. and internationally.
As a member of the KST family, he has worn many hats at KST
throughout the years including curator, senior producer,
Freshworks artist and host for various programs.

Bridgette Perdue has served the
greater Pittsburgh region for the past
15 years as a musician, teaching artist
and consultant by fostering the artistic
gifts of children. In 2025 she was
appointed Executive Director of
Alumni Theater Company (ATC), the
premier institution for identifying,
developing, and training young Black
performers in the region.

Bridgette began performing at KST in 2012 and continues to
partner with KST through ATC's participation in the organization’s
long-standing Halloween and MLK Day programming.



ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Treasure Treasure is an artist whose
career has spanned three decades.
Notable projects: Hedwig & The Angry
Inch (City Theatre), GRAPPLING
(Director, New Hazlett), Hamlet
(Quantum); and Jesus Christ Superstar
at the Byham. Broadway: Annie Get
Your Gun. Treasure is the co-author
and star of Agnus Teaches Acting (New
Hazlett).

This is Treasure's fourth year in a row gracing the KST stage,
having been featured at the organization’s annual benefit
concert, Suite Life, and in the Owning Our Future Symposium.

Selecta, a pioneer of Pittsburgh’s DJ ) '
and hip-hop scene since the late V‘ Q‘_A
1980s, James Scoglietti—known as
Selecta—began DJing at 15 on the
University of Pittsburgh’s WPTS radio.
He went on to hold residencies at
celebrated local venues and was
named “Best Hip-Hop Radio
Personality” in 1998. In 1999, he
opened 720 Records, Pittsburgh'’s first hip-hop retail shop.
Selecta has supported artists including De La Soul, The Roots,
Rakim, and KRS-One.

ABOUT THE CELEBRITY SINGERS

Ki Ki B. Jones is a multimedia
personality from Pittsburgh, who has
built a career in radio for over 25
years. She is currently the afternoon
host and Assistant Program Manager
of WAMO 107.3, an Audacy station. Ki
Ki also hosts her community-
engagement show, What's Good in Your ..
Hood, every Wednesday on WAMO
107.3, and co-hosts Talk Pittsburgh for
KDKA News. Ki Ki lives on the North
Side with her husband Trevin and
Bernedoodle puppy, Zaydah.




Erika Strassburger is a Member of
Pittsburgh City Council, proudly
serving the residents of District 8 as
the first woman elected to this seat.
Before her career in government,
Erika advocated for environmentally
sustainable policies at
PennEnvironment. Since being sworn
into City Council, Erika has passed
trailblazing legislation to protect our
neighbors' rights, safeguard
Pittsburgh’s finances, and keep our
communities clean. Erika graduated
from Bucknell University and lives
with her family in Squirrel Hill.

Pastor Deryck Tines is a prominent
Pittsburgh cultural leader, ordained
minister, and gospel artist. He is the
founder and director of the
Lemington Gospel Chorale, known
for bringing vibrant traditional
gospel music to audiences across
Western Pennsylvania. Passionate
about community enrichment,
Deryck serves as a co-chair of the
Pittsburgh LGBTQIA+ Commission
and sits on the board of the Afro-
American Music Institute. He is also
the proprietor of Deryck Tines
Consignments in Downtown
Pittsburgh.

Jeremy Waldrup has served as the
President and CEO of the Pittsburgh
Downtown Partnership for fifteen
years. Originally from Asheville,
North Carolina, his background
includes economic development
initiatives for the City of New York
and Charlotte. In Pittsburgh, his
leadership has guided downtown
through a major transformation,
overseeing more than five billion
dollars in landmark investments.
Additionally, he serves as a board
member of the Pittsburgh Public
Theater.
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Proud to
support
Kelly
Strayhorn
Theater
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Explore Pittsburgh’s premier monthly art crawl
featuring diverse galleries, live music, local dining,
and performances in the
Penn Avenue Arts and Commercial District.




> Citizens

Ready to make our
community stronger.

Citizens is proud to support

Kelly Strayhorn Theater and its
commitment to building community
through the arts.

@2024 Citizens Financial Group, Inc. All rights reserved, Member FDIC

NEVER UNDERESTIMATE
THE POWER OF A.

GREAT PERFORMANCE

We are proud to support the Kelly Strayhorn Theater
and its commitment to inspiring creativity, celebrating
diverse voices, and enriching our community through
the arts. We applaud its dedication to fostering innovative
artistic experiences that bring people together and
strengthen our region’s cultural vitality.
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THE MOSITES COMPANY

A PROUD SUPPORTER OF
THE KELLY STRAYHORN THEATER
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Building a

Home Shouldn’t
Be So Complicated.

ARCHITECTURE W INTERIORS B LAND!
RALD LEE MOROSCO ARCHI

REMDERING BEAUTY - SINCE 1989 gl




INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Adam Golden

Adam Sukhia

Alexandra Gruskos and David Orenstein
Allan and Tammy Murdock
Allan Philp

Alyssa Lyon

Amanda Markovic

Andrea and Michael Dickens
Andrea Kozai

Anne Chen

Arthur Aviles

Billy Pike

Catherine McCollum

Cephas Claude Vidzro
Christiana Lackner

Christopher Rafalski

Clarissa Morales and Brandon McGurer
Cynthia Pennington

Daniel and Lauren Resnick
Daniel Heit

Darell Phillips

David Finegold

Dawn and Chris Fleischner
Deborah and Martin Powell
Deborah Strayhorn

Devin Donner

Diane Berman

Dr. Cecilia G. Golden

Dr. Nina Markovic

Dr. Michelle Danielson
Elizabeth Hardin

Elsa Limbach

Eric Crosby

Erik Holt

Erika Turner

Federico Olivares

Georgia Berner

Gerald Morosco

Greg Fajt

Gregory and Thelma Morris
Gwendolyn Moorer

Hank Horn

Helene Weinraub and Geoff Clauss
James and Gloria Blint

James Scheuerman & Michalina Pendzich
Janet McCall

Jean Clickner and Jon Pushinsky
Jeanette Thomas

Jeff Losinger

Jennifer Altman

Jennifer Yttri

John Binz

Jorunn W. Allersma

Joseph Decker and Susan Ardisson
Josh and Hallie Donner

Juliet Lea Simonds

Kathleen and Christopher Green
Keith Recker

Kerry and Connie Ozer

Lida Winfield

Lisa Freeland and George Chaney
Margaret Oates

Maria and Frank Guyette

Marion Lewis

Martell Convington

Matthew Teplitz

Maureen Mahoney Hill

Maxine and William Block
Melinda Maloney

Michael Pennock

Michele de la Reza and Peter Kope
Nancy Bernstein and Robert Schoen
Pamela Golden

Paul Ellington

Rebecca De Stefano

René Conrad

Richard and Randy Smith

Richard Parsakian

bert Allan Weiner

Robert and Laura Marin

Robin Ziegler
Sharonda Whatley
Simon Phillips
Stacey Jarrell
Stephanie Flom
Stephanie Rouch
Stephen Emery
Steve and Carol Baiker-McKee
Susan Haugh
Susan Hunter
Teresa Spix
Timothy McNulty
William Cornell
Yvonne Campos
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