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“Joy is an act of resistance.”
― Toi Derricotte

For a quarter of a century, Kelly Strayhorn Theater has
stood as a beacon in Pittsburgh’s East End, a place where
generations have come together to imagine, build, and
celebrate. We’ve watched babies become leaders, artists
blossom into innovators, and communities unite in the face
of change.

We’ve danced in the streets for marriage equality, marched
for Black lives, demanded reproductive justice, and
celebrated the election of our first Black President. Through
joy and upheaval, we have fortified one another. 

As we mark the milestone of 25 years in service to our
community, we are charged to continue to challenge forces
that are a direct threat to our basic rights, our bodies, our
futures, especially for Black, queer, and historically resilient
folks. KST is a community in motion that embodies joy
and resilience beyond the walls of our institution,
showing the way to a future that is abundantly bright with
possibility. 

Toi Derricotte reminds us: “Joy is an act of resistance.” Every
laugh, every song, every step on our stage is a refusal to let
fear win.

As we look to the coming decades, we recommit to being a
home for creative experimentation, community
dialogue, and collective liberation. Whether you identify
as Black, queer or someone who believes in art’s power to
transform, you are home with us.

Our Fall 2025 season is a celebration. Join us and together
we can radiate the message: We are here. We are many.
We are joyful.

With Optimism, 

joseph Hall 
CO- Executive Director

Melanie Paglia 
Co- Executive Director



ABOUT kelly strayhorn Theater
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, with two venues
running along historic Penn Avenue. KST’s Alloy Studios is a
cultural hub in the heart of East Liberty, and the historic
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is located in the thriving business
district. More than 20 years after its founding, KST is a home
for creative experimentation, community dialogue, and
collective action rooted in the liberation of Black and queer
people.
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Pumpkin Palooza: An East Liberty Halloween Adventure is one of two
annual KST-produced Youth & Family events. Dress up in your
favorite costume or come as you are for an afternoon of tricks,
treats, and groovy beats. Families can enjoy candy, crafts, and
fun activities with KST’s community partner organizations in the
KST lobby. Don’t miss the performance program at 2:00pm
hosted by vocalist and educator Anqwenique, and featuring
Hope Academy, Alumni Theater Company, K-Theatre Dance
Complex, and Los Sabrosos’ Breakin’ for the Kids, which
culminates in a costume parade on stage so everyone can show
off their creative Halloween looks!

1:00pm - 4:00pm 
Lobby Activities with Community Partners 

Pittsburgh Center for Creative Reuse
Assemble
Youth Enrichment Services
Dreams of Hope 
KSci-Art Initiative

2:00pm - 3:00pm 
PERFORMANCES IN THE THEATER 

Hosted by Anqwenique

Los Sabrosos Breakin For Kids
Expresón Pura
Song Credits: DJ Fleg - Mambo Funkao

Performers: 
Yangzer El
Flynn Spagiare
Gabriel Corcovilo

Alumni Theater Company
Living without Nightmare
Song Credits: Nightmare on My Street (Originally performed by DJ
Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh Prince, Nightmares by Huxlxy

Performers: 
Felicia Bowyer
Sharae Bynum
Ka’Miaya Darwin
Saniya Levelle
Paris Ford
Jayde Williams

About the EVENT

PUMPKIN PALOOZA
AN EAST LIBERTY HALLOWEEN ADVENTURE



K-Theatre Dance Complex: 
Sweet Tooth, written by Kontara Morphis 

Credits:
Kontara Morphis, C.E.O & Artistic Director
Rickia Davenport, Director & Choreographer

Song Credits (Mixed by Rickia Davenport):
"Wacced Out Murals" Kendrick Lamar 
"Squabble up" Kendrick Lamarar
"Burn Ya Block" Chance the Rapper
"Grove St. Party" Waka Floca Flame 
"A Milli" Lil Wayne 
"Cotton Candy" Lil Wayne & 2 Chainz
"Candy Shop" 50 Cent
"Rocky Road To Dublin" D.K. Gaven

Performers: 
A'Iyana Melvin
Brooklyn Patrick
Caralyn Tompos 
Jamara Saunders
Ka'Reese Simmons
Kenli Hull
Khyair Patrick
Melanie Jeffries
Nadia Lewis
Peyton Thomas
Sandra Talom
Sasha Talom
Sarah Talom
Triniti Anderson
Sophia Young
Tameera Toole-Fowler



Violinists
Omari Abdul-Alim
Eliana Chapman

Cellists
Anna Lisa Gredler
Intisar Nasreddine
Ariana Taylor
Anebana Thomas
Charlotte DeLucia
Pippa DeVries
Zoë DeVries
Adley Idugboe
Indarisha Khyllep
Liberty Kinsel
Elliot Richina
Isabet Khyllep
Ezra Lama
Lizzy McMasters
Elsa Shivickas
Julian Shivickas

Ballet Group 1
Kourtney Baxter-
Brimage
Olivia Bellido
Lucero
Daisy Elaiho
Adalyn Feld
Abigail Horst
Nyaila Howard
Camaini Lee
Isabella Porter
Anna Shelly
Harper Taylor
Aurelia Versari-Agin
Isabel Vizcarra

Hope Academy of Music and the Arts

Ballet Group 2
Emilia Belasco
Skye Rayn Clark
Olive DiLeondardi
Madelyn England
Elizabeth Ketcham
Mara Kopren-
Maisel
Abril Natalia Miguel
Macias
Keily Mariana
Monzon
Cressida Raaja
Raajan
Ariana Taylor
Anebana Thomas



About the Artists
Anqwenique (Host) is a celebrated Pittsburgh-based artist,
educator, and cultural leader known for her work across opera,
jazz, and soul. At this year’s Pumpkin Palooza, she’ll bring her
signature warmth and expertise as host. A longtime teaching
artist and program designer, she leads vocal wellness
workshops, consults with cultural organizations, and currently
serves as president of the Pittsburgh chapter of the National
Association of Negro Musicians and interim director of Hope
Academy for Music and the Arts.

Alumni Theater Company (ATC) is a year-round program
providing talented Black youth in grades 6-12 with high quality
performing arts training and a platform to express their ideas.
ATC is currently in its 15th season of creating bold theatrical
work that gives fresh voice to the experience of young Black
artists and highlights their rich contribution to our community.
alumnitheatercompany.org

K-Theatre Dance Complex (KTDC), is a dance academy that
provides quality dance instruction in several major areas of
dance, which include Ballet, Contemporary, Modern and Hip
Hop. Led by Artistic Director Kontara Morphis, and Arts
Education Director Rickia Davenport, KTDC curriculum
incorporates dance theory, terminology and dance theater.
KTDC has largely impacted the physical, academic, creative, and
personal development of its students.
facebook.com/ktheatredancecomplex 

Los Sabrosos Dance Company is a dance and fitness
organization whose mission is to help individuals find freedom,
passion, self-expression, and self-confidence through
movement. They offer group and private dance classes in a
variety of styles including Salsa, Bachata, Ballroom classes
(Waltz, Jive, Rumba, etc), Yoga, Hip-Hop, Bellydance, Zumba,
fitness classes, and many more. They also offer services for
weddings, quinceañeras, sweet sixteens, bachelorette and
more! For information on upcoming classes and other services
visit lspgh.com..

ABOUT THE COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Youth Enrichment Services (YES), based in East Liberty,
provides socially and economically at risk youth the opportunity
to achieve success through participation in mentorship,
education, and enrichment programs. Through mentoring
partnerships, peer assisted tutoring programs, and — when
needed — monitoring and mentoring programs for juvenile
offenders, YES invests its talent, energy, time, and resources in
empowering and enriching the lives of children and teens. YES
provides responsive, innovative, and youth-designed programs
that offer young people unique academic, enrichment, and
employment experiences. Youthenrichmentservices.org 

http://alumnitheatercompany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ktheatredancecomplex
http://lspgh.com/
https://www.youthenrichmentservices.org/


Youth Initiative is an innovative organization operating out of
the East Side of Pittsburgh dedicated to empowering
adolescents through a unique blend of Arts and STEM
programming and life skills. Youth Initiative partners with other
local organizations to offer programming including the
Northway East Liberty Ministry Hub, where they offer a back to
school program dedicated to intentional time with teens where
they offer STEM, art, cooking, mentoring, sports, games, life
skills and facilitate intentional conversation.

Dreams of Hope empowers the region’s lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, questioning, asexual, and allied (LGBTQA+)
youth through the arts, creating a welcoming environment
where they grow in confidence, express themselves, and
develop as leaders. Serving primarily ages 13-26, we also offer
intergenerational spaces for community members. Visit
dreamsofhope.org to learn more about our upcoming programs
and events, including theatriQ, our weekly performing arts
youth ensemble that meets on Wednesdays from October to
April.

Assemble envisions a world where learning and creating are
transformative experiences and where all people are equipped
with the tools to make a difference, together. At Assemble, we
use learning as a tool to create a more equitable future for
youth and learners in the Pittsburgh region and beyond. We
build confidence through making; connect learners, makers,
technologists, and artists; and nurture agency in learners. We
offer free after school, Saturday programs, camps, and more for
kids as well as adult programs. Visit us at Assemble 4824 Penn
Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15224 assemblepgh.org 

Pittsburgh Center for Creative Reuse is a non-profit that
inspires creativity, conservation, and community engagement
through reuse: We operate a non-traditional art supply shop
located at the intersection of Wilkinsburg, Homewood, and Point
Breeze, where people can donate used art and craft supplies, as
well as shop for these unique items all in the same location. We
also facilitate hands-on creative programming that educates the
public about the benefits of reuse for the environment,
community, and self. We see reuse as a vehicle for boosting self-
confidence, learning new skills, and creating opportunity for all.
For more information, visit our website at pccr.org.

KSci-Art Initiative is a mobile therapeutic art and
empowerment program that brings creativity and healing
directly to communities. Through engaging workshops, hands-
on crafts, and meaningful conversations, KSci-Art uses the
power of art to promote confidence, connection, and emotional
wellness for youth, women, and families. From birthday parties
to ladies’ nights, pop-ups in parks to partnerships with schools
and teen programs, KSci-Art transforms everyday spaces into
safe, creative, and joyful places for expression.

http://dreamsofhope.org/
http://assemblepgh.org/
https://pccr.org/


Fall 2025
Corporate sponsors & Foundations

Special Thanks: 
Thanks to Target and Pizza Pronto Oakland
for their in-kind donations this year!
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