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“Joy is an act of resistance.”
― Toi Derricotte

For a quarter of a century, Kelly Strayhorn Theater
has stood as a beacon in Pittsburgh’s East End, a
place where generations have come together to imagine,
build, and celebrate. We’ve watched babies become
leaders, artists blossom into innovators, and
communities unite in the face of change.

We’ve danced in the streets for marriage equality,
marched for Black lives, demanded reproductive justice,
and celebrated the election of our first Black President.
Through joy and upheaval, we have fortified one
another. 

As we mark the milestone of 25 years in service to our
community, we are charged to continue to challenge
forces that are a direct threat to our basic rights, our
bodies, our futures, especially for Black, queer, and
historically resilient folks. KST is a community in
motion that embodies joy and resilience beyond the
walls of our institution, showing the way to a future
that is abundantly bright with possibility. 

Toi Derricotte reminds us: “Joy is an act of resistance.”
Every laugh, every song, every step on our stage is a
refusal to let fear win.

As we look to the coming decades, we recommit to
being a home for creative experimentation,
community dialogue, and collective liberation.
Whether you identify as Black, queer or someone who
believes in art’s power to transform, you are home with
us.

Our Fall 2025 season is a celebration. Join us and
together we can radiate the message: We are here. We
are many. We are joyful.

With Optimism, 

joseph Hall 
CO- Executive Director

Melanie Paglia 
Co- Executive Director



ABOUT kelly strayhorn Theater
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, with two venues
running along historic Penn Avenue. KST’s Alloy Studios is a
cultural hub in the heart of East Liberty, and the historic
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is located in the thriving business
district. More than 20 years after its founding, KST is a home
for creative experimentation, community dialogue, and
collective action rooted in the liberation of Black and queer
people.
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Baquiné is an absurd romp through death and back, written and
performed by Puerto Rican trans artist Moire del Carmen. This
one-act play follows Moire and her friends as they grapple with
loss, trying to make art while the seductive pull of death
threatens to consume them. With humor and absurdity,
Baquiné explores identity, mourning, and the artistic process, as
Moire spirals in her attempts to write herself out of sorrow. What
happens when grief is met with laughter, love, and the
transformative power of art? 

Most of all, this play is about Theater.

About the work 

moire del carmen
Baquiné

freshworks|THEATER

About the Artists
Moire del Carmen is a multidisciplinary
artist and actress from Puerto Rico,
whose work blends functionality, craft,
costuming, and portraiture. With an
MFA in Costume Production from
Carnegie Mellon University, she bridges
craft and performance, using
costuming as a tool to embody and
dramatize the experiences of trans 
women, drawing inspiration from drag culture. She views the
manipulation of thread and fabric as an affirmation of her gender
identity, while reflecting on the historical undervaluing of
“domestic arts.” 

Natalya Chorba, a multi talented artist
known best for being a local cryptid.
She performs where she can, last being
seen in the award winning Sweded film
Matilda. She has several years of
experience playing trumpet, including
2 years as part of local May Day
Marching Band. You can find her at
your local skatepark most Sundays or
or at various cafes, making chainmail accessories during the
week.

Sarah J. Gilmer (she/her) is a Pittsburgh native who began her
musical journey as a drummer in church over 15 years ago. She
built a career in arts administration, with more than a decade of
experience supporting artists and community programs. She
currently serves as Programming Manager at Kelly Strayhorn
Theater. Outside of work, Sarah founded an independent music
series for faith-based singer-songwriters and competes in a
Survivor fantasy league. 



Ray K. Morgen  is a queer, disabled,
transdisciplinary theater artist with an
MFA in Sound Design from Carnegie
Mellon University, where their thesis
focused on sound design as a non-
normative embodiment practice and
relational artform. Their work is rooted
in acoustic exploration, embodiment
research, trauma-informed practice,
and their lived experience of disability. 

Pó Rodil  is is a transdisciplinary artist,
and director of La Otra Laboratoria (a
performance platform for trans artists
in Puerto Rico). Through performance,
theatre and visual arts they explore
desire, vulnerability and humor.  They
like to mix whats personal with whats
political so to create worlds in which
queerness has always a space to shine.

Annabell (AB) Taylor (they/them) is a recent Point Park
University alumnus, thrilled to be making their professional
Stage Management debut through Kelly Strayhorn Theater!
They have over ten years of experience in theatre, from
performing onstage and teaching young artists, to recent work
with the Pittsburgh Playhouse as a Stage Manager, Assistant
Stage Manager, Costume Designer and Wardrobe Assistant. AB
would like to thank their friends, family, and partner for
entertaining their vast array of interests and hobbies over the
years; all of the hard work is paying off, and they can't wait for
you to see what we've made! Enjoy the show!

Rachael Gunning graduated from
Bard College with a double major in
Written Arts and Classical Voice. She
shifted into Arts Management soon
after, with a focus in producing,
operations, and finance. She recently
graduated from Carnegie Mellon
University with a Master of Arts
Management. She has made
Pittsburgh her home base, working at 
KST. In her free time, she works on improv, voice, and petting
dogs. 
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If you or anyone you know is thinking about harming themselves,
please call this number: 

Central Outreach Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-273-TALK
(8255)



Individual Donors
.Stephanie Akers
Chuck Alcorn
Adina Alderson
Shangrila Alforque
Debbey Altman-Diamant
Beth Altman
Jennifer Altman
Alena Anderson
Ash Andrews
Kenneth and Mary Antol
Ariell Antonio
Jay Aronson
Milia Ayache
Steve and Carol Baiker-McKee
Susan Bails
abha bais
Marina Balko
Daniel Banks
Nina Marie Barbuto
Aenne and Aaron Barchowsky
Bill Barksdale
Joy Barley
Christine Barum
Erythrina Baskorowati
Aigul Baubekova
Brandi Belleau
Dorothy Bellhouse
LeAna Benware
Diane Berman
Georgia Berner
Nancy Bernstein
Nancy and Rocky Schoen Bernstein
Sharon Bernstein
Billy Strayhorn Songs Inc.
lana blawat
James and Gloria Blint
Cherie Bowman
Nichelle Brannon
Richard Brean
Erica Brusselars
Sydney Buras
Regina Butler
Tina Calabro
William Campbell
Yvonne Campos
Margaret Cantwell
Hazel Carr Leroy
Judith Carroll
John and Mary-Lou Arscott Carson
Lindsay Cashman
Anne Chen
Howie Choset
Richard and Sheila Collins Citrin
Michele Clarke
Dorian Clay
Jean and Jon Pushinsky Clickner
Norma Clouse
SunBear Coe
Rosemary Coffey
Susan and William Cohen
Sara Cole
Theodora Coleman
Paula Comella
Karen & Bill Cooper
William Cornell
Melissia Council
Christy Cozby
Elisabeth Crago
Brett Crawford
Eric Crosby
Pria Dahiya
Stefani Danes
Laura Daniels
Holly Dankowski
April Daras
Judith Davenport
Jonathan Daybear
Andy & Espy De Stefano
Chris DeCardy
Joseph and Susan Ardisson Decker
Lukas Delport
Patricia DeMarco
Brian Devinney
Andrea & Michael Dickens
Tina Doose
Jeffrey Dorsey
Rita Drapkin
Robert Drewery
Clare Drobot
Cathy Droz
Susan Duncan
Kenya Carmen Dworkin
Jean Erickson
Sydney Etheredge
Gina and Idris Evans

Ike and Ada Ezekoye
Tom and Anna Marano Farrell
Liberty Ferda
David Findlay
David Finegold
Patrick Fisher
Marisa FL.
Dawn and Chris Fleischner
Stephanie Flom
Maryn Formley
Robyn Francis
Kate and Jackie Brice Freed
Lisa and George Chaney Freeland
Mark Friedman
Jeanne Friedrichs
April Friges
Robert Fuchs
Juan Garrett
Alessandra Gasparotto
Richard and Lynda Germano
Faith Gerner
Michelle Gigliotti
Karen Gist
Crystal Glover-Martin
Parag Gohel
Bryan Gold
Pamela Golden
Cecilia G. Golden, PhD
Shirley Golden
Randy Goodnight
John Gorman
David and Dr. Peter Franzen Gotwald
Gail Gratton
Carter Gray
Caitlin and Upendo Tookas Green
Kathleen and Christopher Green
Ada Gay Griffin
Alexandra Gruskos
Maria Guyette
Marah Hall
Tom and Kari Hall
LaTanya Harris
Spencer Harris
Janice Harrison
Janice Harrison
Ronald and Leslie Golomb Hartman
Susan and Jane Ramseyer Miller Haugh
Steven Hawkins
Nancy Hazlett
Elisabeth Healey
Jess Heathcote
Laura Heberton-Shlomchik
Daniel Heit
Wanda and Howard Henderson
Lora Hertrick
Deanna P Hitchcock
Hannah Hitchens
Matthew Hoag
Andrea Holmes
Liz Hrenda
Peter Hughes
James Huguley
Tinisha M. Hunt
Maureen and Steve Emery Hurley
Wade Ilvento
Keisuke Ishihara
Robert Jarrett
Annabelle Javier
Tracey Jennings
Tracey M Jennings, Community Activist
Heather Jiuliante
Jamillia Kamara Covington
Chantel Kapustik
Marcie Katz
Maryasha Katz
Thea Keene
Jennifer Keller
Ann Kelly
Arthur Kerr
Dana Keslar
Noor Khan
Deidre A. King-Shepard
Laura Kingsley
Quinn Kirby
Jocelyn Kirkwood
Sallyann and Arthur Allen Kluz
Helena Knörr
Andrea Kozai
Robert Kraftowitz
Anne Lambright
Denise Larosa
Maria Lauro
Laurie Lavine
Sina Lawson
Christiane D. Leach



Angela Leibowicz
Amy Lewis
Marion Lewis
Elsa Limbach
alma lleras
Mariana Lobao
Rose Loker
Jeff Lonsinger
Fairlight Lower
Sarah Lucas
Kilolo Luckett
Dae Machin
Maureen Mahoney Hill
Louise and Michael Malakoff
Melinda Maloney
Katrina Mancuso
Laura and Robert Marin
Amanda Markovic
nina markovic
Dan Martin
E. Crystal Massie
Robert Masterson
Andrea M. Matthews
Michael Mavrich
Sheryl McAdoo
Janet McCall
Cathy McCollom
Linsey McDaniel
Linsey McDaniel
Michelle McMurray
Rebecca McNeil
Timothy McNulty
Bonn McSorley
Kathleen Kelly Meade
Yigit Menide
Eva Mergner
Charles Merriman
Richard Meyers
Ada C Mezzich
Anna Miklos
Barbara Milch
Fred and Sherri Leifman Miller
Patricia Mitchell
Gwendolyn Moorer
Christina Morelli
Ayisha Morgan-Lee
Stephanie Morgan
Thelma Lovette Morris
Kenneth Mostern
Pamela Nakajima
Nayar Family Foundation
Scott Nelson
Shelia Nesbitt
emily newman
Julie Newman
Laverne and James Nicholas Donation
Luke Niebler
Njaimeh Njie
Fred and Rick Fredin Noel
Monica Nogueira
Naomi North
Gail Novak Mosites
Janet Ocel
Patrick OConnell
Federico Olivares
Cynthia Oliver
Marta Ortega-Llebaria
Mary Ann Palumbi
Arthur Pang
Ampersand Paris
Amy Parker
Lisa and David Sogg Parker
Richard Parsakian
Staycee Pearl
Nicole Peeler
Chahni Peeples
Marta Pelusi
Kate Pendlebury
Bridgette Perdue
Erin Perry
Megan Peters
Al and Amy Philp
Bill Pike
Suella Pipal
Dr. Mary Jo Pisano
Dustin Podgorski
Julie Potash
anastasia proviano
Megan Quatrini
Andrew Racek
Barton Rack
Flora Raiford
Deborah Ramseur
Mark Rancatore
Anna Rebek
Keith Recker
Joan and Greg Fajt Reed
nica Reese
Mary Reidell
Brittany Reilly
Jim Reitz
Daniel and Lauren Resnick
Jorge Reyes

Ally Ricarte
Charles Rice-Gonzalez
Emily Rice
Jayden Richards
Georgiana Riley
Sierra Riley
Regina Rivers
Victor and Jeff Rodriguez-Lonsinger
Dionne Rose
Robert Ross
Stephanie Rouch
Robert Rozman
Megan Russell
Mary Ruth
Ray Sabolich
Abby Sadowsky
Rachel Saul Rearick
Michael Saunders
Gerald Savage
Maya Savage
Karen Scansaroli
John Scarpaci
James and Michalina Pendzich Scheuermann
Peggy Schulz
Elvira Scolieri
emerson scroggins
Bryan SeCecco
Martin and Janet Seltman
Stevie and Will Sheridan
Laurel Shoemaker
Yael Silk
Kym Simmons
Natalia Skurman
Lisa Slesinger
Ameil A Sloley
Jackie Smith
Jenine Smith
Richard Smith
gillian smithline
Jodie Soltys
Carol Speaks
Teresa Spix
Karla Stallworth
judy statsinger
Alan Steinberg
Jerry Stephenson
Justin Strong
Irene Surmik
Ritchie Tabachnick
Tim Tallon
Tiffany Taulton
Nardine Tawfik
David Tenorio
Matt and Sue Challinor Teplitz
Linda Thier
Jeanette Thomas
Sister IAshia Thomas
Diane Thompkins
Kiara Thorpe
Jeff and Karen Timko Tindall
Sara Torretti
Katharine Trajano
Faith Tucker
Pauline Tyler
Jacqueline Uranic
Catherine Van Wyck
Kate Vandivier
Katie Vargo
Rasheda Vereen
Veronique Veronique
Autumn Vick
Claude Vidzro
Michael W
Kwesi Wali
Jackie Walker
Bronwen Walters
N Wasserman
Hugh Watkins
Mia Wavrek
Howard wein
Robert and Arlene Weiner
Harold West
Thomas Whalen
Sharonda Whatley
Joan Widdowson
Monics Williams
Ruth Williams
 Wilmer & Winerock Family
Greg Wilson
Lida Winfield
John Wojtyna
Rashawn Worthen
Alina Wray
Jhonphilipp. Yonan
Drs Jen and Eric Yttri
Adam Zadnik
Roger Zahab
Trista Zajch
Susan Zelicoff
Haining Zhao
Omid Ziabari
Robin Ziegler


