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~ OWNING

OUR
FUTURE

Activism can be the journey rather than the arrival.
— Grace Lee Boggs

In 2022, we shared our strategic plan, "Owning Our Future,
Thriving Where We Live," with a bold vision for KST to
become a national cultural destination—a creative home
for bold voices, rooted in the liberation of Black and
queer people. Now, in 2025, KST is stronger than ever and
ready to build upon this foundation. But we can't do it alone.

In these uncertain political times, we are called not only to
reflect but also to act. We have an opportunity to
reimagine a future shaped by art in a world that is constantly
shifting. A way to do more than tell it like it is. We can take
action when we stand in solidarity with and invest in artists
who are building better communities.

Last year, KST welcomed 20,090 individuals, including 2,671
youth to engage in diverse programming that inspires,
challenges, and uplifts. This season, we continue to bring you
events that we are deeply proud of, honoring social justice,
celebrating creativity, and fostering community connection.

Looking ahead, we invite you to join us at our Owning Our
Future Symposium in May, where we explore BIPOC
Institutional Ownership and envision a new future for
equitable, accessible cultural spaces owned and anchored
by BIPOC communities. Together, we will forge new
pathways toward cultural justice.

The work is just just beginning, and the best is yet to come.
With your support, we will continue to build a space where
art, creativity, and community thrive—where every voice
matters and every story is honored.

In community,

QWM R~

JOSEPH HALL MELANIE PAGLIA
CO- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR C0- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR




ABOUT KELLY STRAYHORN THEATER

Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, with two venues
running along historic Penn Avenue. KST's Alloy Studios is a
cultural hub in the heart of East Liberty, and the historic
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is located in the thriving business
district. More than 20 years after its founding, KST is a home
for creative experimentation, community dialogue, and
collective action rooted in the liberation of Black and queer
people.
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IN THE SPIRIT OF
REV. DR. KING

AN MLK DAY CELEBRATION THROUGH ART &
ADVOCACY

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

KST honors the lasting legacies of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
with our annual day of reflection, unity, and creative
expression. Begin the day with activities in the KST lobby, then
come into the theater for performances that not only celebrate
Dr. King's legacy but also explore how his activism resonates
with today’s struggles for justice. Featuring performances by
Hill Dance Academy Theatre faculty, Guardians of Sound’s
Hip Hop Orchestra, and students from Los Sabrosos Dance
Company. And don't miss KST's newest commissioned
performance, Bearing Life: A Dance Play on Black Women's
Reproductive Health, choreographed by Rickia Davenport,
featuring Alumni Theater Company’s Professional Ensemble
members..

1:00PM - 4:00 PM
LOBBY ACTIVITIES WITH COMMUNITY PARTNERS

The Kingsley Association

Healthy Start Inc.

Youth Initiative

TrueT

Landforce

Assemble

Allegheny Reproductive Health Center

2:00PM - 3:00 PM
PERFORMANCES IN THE THEATER

Los Sabrosos Dance Company

Hill Dance Academy Theatre Faculty

Alumni Theater Company's Professional Ensemble Members
Guardians of Sound's Hip Hop Orchestra



MORE ABOUT THE PERFORMANCES

Los Sabrosos Dance Company

Mr. And-7
La Malanga (Remix)

Breakin'’ for Kids Performers:
Yangzer El

Micah Oswalt

Zoe Lubsey

Andrian Carraux

Flynn Spagiare

Hill Dance Academy Theatre Faculty
Michia Carmack

Kalia Carter

Indira Cunningham

Guardians of Sound’s Hip Hop Orchestra

Free
Produced by SoulManIT.
Featured Vocals by SoulManIT, Smoov Boogie

Reminder to Myself

Originally Leon Thomas' song “Vibes Don't Lie”

Produced by J. Lbs., Cam Griff, and Omar Grand

Featured Vocals by Winston Armstrong, Smoov Boogie, Amina,
SoulManlT, Nairobi, and Patience Roy'al

Unbound
Produced by Remdolla
Featured Vocals by Patience Roy'al

Performers

Amina Nasreddine, Flute/Vocals

Elisa Chapman, Flute

Omari Abdul-Alim, Violin

Adaya Nosa- Oviasu, Violin

Madison Chavis, Violin

Ruth Conway, Viola. Tiffany Bankston, Viola
Gloria Wide, Viola

Derek Elaiho, Cello

Intisar Nasreddine, Cello

Winston Armstrong, Bass/Vocals

Malcolm Thompson, Bass

Cronus Raaja Raajan, Guitar

Michael Chapman, Guitar

Jere Addo, Drums

SoulManlIT (Idasa Tariq), Vocals

Smoov Boogie (Micha Pinnix), Vocals
Nairobi (Naomi Allen), Vocals

Patience Roy'al (Patience Williamson), Vocals



ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Astounded by socio-economic
disparities in Pittsburgh, New York
native and KST Board Chair Alyssa P.
Lyon (Host) works to level the playing
field. With degrees from Carnegie
Mellon and the University of
Pittsburgh, she promotes sustainable
solutions for Black communities.
Formerly Director of

of the Black Environmental Collective, Alyssa has played a crucial
role in initiatives such as the Wilkinsburg TRID study, the City of
Pittsburgh’s Comprehensive Plan, and collaborations with the
EPA. She is a key driver of efforts to address environmental
injustice and racism.

Hill Dance Academy Theatre (HDAT), a Pittsburgh Cultural
Treasure will celebrate 20 years in 2025 as Black dance arts
education nonprofit organization located in the Historic Hill
District of Pittsburgh, PA., HDAT was founded in 2005 by Ayisha
Morgan-Lee, Ed.D. to provide children, youth, and teens, ages 3
to 18, access and opportunity to dance. HDAT trains students in
various styles of concert dance, fitness and nutrition, and
leadership skills. HDAT's mission is to provide professional level
training in Black Dance traditions, history, culture, and aesthetics
that engages and empowers students to pursue careers in Black
dance. www.5678hdat.org

Guardians of Sound's Hip Hop Orchestra aims to inspire and
nurture the creative and intellectual curiosity of today’s youth
through music. The orchestra is composed of instrumentalists,
singers, emcees and rappers who work with a variety of music
genres, including hip hop, rock, popular, classical, and jazz. This
approach not only enriches modern music-making but also
builds a stronger, younger, and more diverse audience for
musicians. Visit gosound.org to learn more.

Los Sabrosos Dance Company is a dance and fitness
organization whose mission is to help individuals find freedom,
passion, self-expression, and self-confidence through

movement. They offer group and private dance classes in a
variety of styles including Salsa, Bachata, Ballroom classes (Waltz,
Jive, Rumba, etc), Yoga, Hip-Hop, Bellydance, Zumba, fitness
classes, and many more. They also offer services for weddings,
quinceafieras, sweet sixteens, bachelorette and more! For
information on upcoming classes and other services visit
Ispgh.com.


http://www.5678hdat.org/
http://gosound.org/
http://lspgh.com/

ABOUT THE COMMISSION

Bearing Life: A Dance Play on Black Women’ Reproductive
Health delves into the complex history of reproductive health,
inspired by firsthand experiences and in response to the
challenges Black women continue to face. Choreographed by
Rickia Davenport and performed by past members of Alumni
Theater Company, the performance blends dance, storytelling,
and visual art to interweave personal stories of struggle and
resilience.

Bearing Life honors the past, addresses the present, and inspires
hope for a future where Black women have full autonomy over
their reproductive lives. Through its emotional depth, the piece
calls for collective awareness, advocacy, and a commitment to
reproductive justice as a vital aspect of social equity and
community empowerment.

A native of Pittsburgh’s Hill District {
and South Hills neighborhoods, Rickia |
Davenport attended Potomac State |
College in West Virginia. Currently, she \
serves as the Arts Education director /%
with K-Theatre Dance Complex, is a
lead Dance Instructor for Propel
Charter Schools and is CEO and
Owner of KaiFiTT. She has also

cultivated dance partnerships with Voices against Violence,
Gwen'’s Girls, Dance Junction, Be Healthy Be Smart Fitness, and
more!

Breonna Williams is a passionate
performing artist and member of
Alumni Theater Company's
professional ensemble. She began her
journey at 14, took a break, and
rediscovered her love for the art.
Breonna is honored to return to the
stage in a powerful piece, reigniting
her dedication to her craft. Grateful

for this opportunity, she is committed to consistency in her
artistic pursuits, as dancing brings her immense joy and
fulfillment.

Calina is a trained and developing
dancer in tap, ballet, jazz,
contemporary, modern, and African
dance. She was a principal dancer in
Justin Emeka’s A Midsummer Night's
Dream and performed at the
Pittsburgh Ballet Theater and Dance
Theater of Harlem Gala. As a former
Reed Dance Il member, she danced

at prestigious events like the Netflix Oscar Awards Gala and
Black Nativity. "Only those who risk going too far can possibly
find out how far one can go.



Ryann Coleman, a Pittsburgh native
from the Hill District, has dedicated
her life to dance. Her training includes
Reign Dance Productions, Pittsburgh
CLO, CAPA 6-12, and the University of
the Arts. A senior at Point Park
University with a Jazz
concentration,Ryann also teaches
dance. Passionate about storytelling

through movement, she amplifies her community’'s voices.
Honored to join Rickia Davenport's project, Ryann thanks her
mother, family, and supporters for their encouragement.

A Cornell University-trained dancer
and multidisciplinary performer,
Destiny Nwafor explores the
intersections of movement, identity,
and storytelling. Her practice spans
modern, contemporary, hip-hop, and
West African dance, with recent
theater credits including The
Awakening and membership in the

Alumni Theater Company. Rooted in her Nigerian American
heritage and experiences navigating diverse worlds, she creates
performances that invite audiences to witness raw emotional
landscapes. Through dance and acting, she transforms personal
narratives into expansive artistic expressions. @destinycnwafor

Video and Audio References

A Broken Health Care System: Racism and Maternal Health / Dr.
Ndidiamaka Amutah-Onukagha

DocuCourse's Pregnancy & Prejudice documentary, Kansas City
PBS

Song Credits:

Ezra Collective Joy Anonymous & Sampa The Great, Tkay Maidza,
Donny Hathaway, Anthony Brown, Group Therapy



ABOUT THE COMMUNITY PARTNERS

The mission of True T is celebrating queer people of color
through creative art, community health, and social activism. Mrs.
Tracey Bryant leads True T's Unique Jewelry Workshop at KST's
MLK Day! Join us for a hands-on journey, turning raw materials
into one-of-a-kind craft jewelry under Mrs. Bryant's expert
guidance. Participants will create stunning masterpieces onsite,
ensuring a unique and personalized experience. Don't miss this
chance to unleash your creativity and take home a bespoke work
of art. Join us at KST for a day of craft, community, and
celebration this MLK Day with True T's Unique Jewelry Workshop!
truetpgh.com @truetpgh

The Kingsley Association is your hub for community connection
and growth. We offer health and wellness programs, enriching
after-school activities, youth and teen events, and family
resources to uplift and inspire. Our newly modernized facilities
serve as a vibrant space for gathering, learning, and
empowerment. Together, we build meaningful relationships and
create opportunities for everyone. Discover how you can engage
with our mission to enhance lives at KingsleyAssociation.org.

Healthy Start Inc. supports women, children, fathers, families
and communities through comprehensive community-based
programming, systems coordination, advocacy, research and
training. Our programming spans Allegheny and Westmoreland
Counties. We are part of a network of more than 100
community-based Healthy Start projects across the United
States. Our goal is to make sure all families have access to
affordable, quality care to improve maternal and child health
outcomes and quality of life. Visit healthystartpittsburgh.org to
learn more! healthystartpittsburgh.org.

Youth Initiative, led by Kirsten Raglin-Smith, empowers
adolescents in Pittsburgh’s East Side through arts, STEM, and life
skills programming. Partnering with local organizations, they
foster creativity, mentorship, and community-building activities
like cooking, sports, and intentional conversations. At KST's
annual MLK Day celebration, Youth Initiative will facilitate the
Oneness Dove project, a collaborative sculpture symbolizing
unity and peace. Participants can also take home a 3D-printed
circle to commemorate this inspiring tribute to Dr. King's vision!

Assemble envisions a world where learning and creating are
transformative experiences and where all people are equipped
with the tools to make a difference, together. At Assemble, we
use learning as a tool to create a more equitable future for
youth and learners in the Pittsburgh region and beyond. We
build confidence through making; connect learners, makers,
technologists, and artists; and nurture agency in learners. We
offer free afterschool, Saturday programs, camps, and more for
kids as well as adult programs. Visit us at Assemble 4824 Penn
Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15224 assemblepgh.org or @assemblepgh
on social media.


https://truetpgh.com/
http://kingsleyassociation.org/
https://healthystartpittsburgh.org/
http://assemblepgh.org/

Landforce is committed to building a just world where
everyone belongs, lives in a healthy environment, and
surpasses their greatest dreams. By combining employment
opportunities with environmental stewardship, Landforce
recruits, trains, educates, employs, and supports adults who
have faced structural barriers to stable employment. Their
skilled crews transform greenspaces through creative work like
garden installations, trail building, and reforestation, blending
environmental restoration with artistry. Visit landforcepgh.org
to learn more about their upcoming projects and opportunities.

Allegheny Reproductive Health Center has provided
compassionate, patient-centered abortion care in Pittsburgh
since 1975 and has expanded in recent years to offer
gynecology and trans care. As a small but dedicated team, we
are committed to supporting our community with personalized
care and resources. Through educational outreach and
collaborative events, we focus on advancing reproductive
health and justice, ensuring accessible, informed choices for all
individuals seeking comprehensive reproductive health
services. alleghenyreproductive.com



http://landforcepgh.org/
https://alleghenyreproductive.com/

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Chloe Nicole's Catering

Northway Christian Community Ministry Hub
The Kingsley Association

Whole Foods Market

This event is part of Citizens Series: KST Presents Arts and
Community Programs, sponsored by Citizens.
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