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“When you become the image of your own
imagination, it's the most powerful thing you could
ever do.”
― RuPaul

For nearly 25 years, KST has envisioned and brought to life
groundbreaking initiatives with Pittsburgh-based artists,
youth, families, East End residents, and Black and queer
communities. Situated in the great neighborhood of East
Liberty, our presence as an anchor institution has been
instrumental in fostering cultural vibrancy and community
cohesion. By harnessing the power of collective
imagination, we have created this future in which we
thrive. 

Through sustained and responsive low- to no-cost
programming, KST facilitates one of a kind experiences,
supporting emerging artists in launching their careers,
empowering independent producers to realize ambitious
projects, and celebrating the intrinsic and irreplaceable
beauty and brilliance of our community. Above all, we have
established a home, a sacred space rooted in the
liberation of Black and queer people.

As we look toward this season’s programming, we are
excited to share a full calendar of KST Presents Events that
innovate, blend diverse influences, and advocate for
freedom through individual expression. To add to the
excitement, we are reviving a pre-pandemic KST tradition of
hosting parties after performances. We can’t wait to see our
community gather in our space and call it home.

Fall 2024 also marks the first season in which KST is led by
two Co-Executive Directors, expanding our capacity to serve
our mission. 

At KST, we believe the future is worth imagining. Now is the
time for great imaginations to guide us toward new
paths where we own our futures.

In community, 



ABOUT kelly strayhorn Theater
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, with two venues
running along historic Penn Avenue. KST’s Alloy Studios is a
cultural hub in the heart of East Liberty, and the historic
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is located in the thriving business
district. More than 20 years after its founding, KST is a home
for creative experimentation, community dialogue, and
collective action rooted in the liberation of Black and queer
people.
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Barbershops have long been centers of economic prosperity and
societal transformation, serving as safe havens for Black folks and
playing a crucial role in the early hip-hop scene. Barbershop Talk
is a deeply personal performance in progress from Freshworks
artist in residence Yusef Shelton (Ys1) set within a stylized
barbershop environment. Through spoken word, and dance, Ys1
transports the audience into the heart of Black barbershop
culture and brings to life the candid conversations and shared
experiences that give these communal spaces their
transformative impact.

Barbershop Talk features original songs performed by Ys1,
enhancing the artist’s narrative with vibrant rhythms and dynamic
beats. Ys1 explores how the therapeutic experience of going to a
barbershop, along with meditation, journaling, and faith devotion
has helped him through challenging periods in his life. The
project aims to encourage Black men to prioritize holistic self-
care by emphasizing the importance of mental, emotional, and
spiritual well-being. Barbershop Talk is a celebration of resilience,
a catalyst for positive social change, and a call for audiences to
embrace their authenticity and navigate life with confidence
and purpose.

About the work 

yusef shelton
barbershop talk

freshworks | music| theater

ARTIST’S NOTE
Barbershop Talk is rooted in the rich tradition of Black
barbershops as spaces for connection, healing, and candid
conversation. The project reflects my journey of self-discovery
and emotional growth, which I now teach through social-
emotional learning in schools around the Nation with my
initiative, Back 2 Purpose. The album, Barbershop Talk is available
on all streaming platforms, explores themes of mental health,
identity, and community. This residency at Kelly Strayhorn
Theater brings the vision to life, blending music, storytelling, and
dialogue to spark change and inspire others.

-Yusef Shelton (Ys1)



About the Artist
Yusef Shelton (Ys1) is a Homewood
native, multidisciplinary artist known
for his innovative blend of music,
storytelling, and visual aesthetics. With
a passion for exploring cultural
narratives, Ys1 creates immersive
experiences that resonate with diverse
audiences. From humble beginnings,
Yusef has garnered a following in the 
city of Pittsburgh. He has performed at prestigious venues including
Carnegie Mellon University and the August Wilson Center. He
recently launched his merchandise line, “Da First,” and his new
album Ignite, which showcases his boundary-pushing resilience and
commitment to purpose-driven art. Follow Yusef on Instagram and
Facebook. 

fall 2024
Corporate sponsors & Foundations

Shout out Jesus, that’s the big homie
Shout out Mom Dukes for ushering me in
Big Ups to Marcell for his creative direction and support
Shout out Sarah, Mingsi, J.R and the rest of the KST staff for all
the labor and for selecting my project to present to the world!
Thanks to everyone who came!
We made history. 🙌🏾

special thanks

http://www.instagram.com/yusefsheltondafirst
https://www.facebook.com/YusefSheltonOfficial
https://www.facebook.com/YusefSheltonOfficial
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