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The function of art is to do more than tell it like it is –
it’s to imagine what is possible.

– bell hooks

The KST Presents Fall 2023 season is about celebrating the brave actions and bold
voices of the artists, audiences, and communities who call KST home. The season
features new offerings from Mutual Aid Residents Dreams of Hope and PearlArts, a
visual art exhibition in the BOOM Gallery, two Freshworks Performances in Progress,
and premieres of Local and Global Performances from longtime Pittsburgh favorites
and returning faces.

Our Mutual Aid Residencies continue to support Dreams of Hope and PearlArts with
administrative facilities and space for ongoing classes and events. This fall, Dreams of
Hope hosts the theatriQ educational workshop series, offering queer creatives ages
13 – 26 a space to learn, discuss, and connect through a plethora of topics pertaining
to theater and the performing arts. PearlArts brings together Soy Sos and Ali Berger,
and later Soy Sos, James Johnson III, and Erik Lawrence for two editions of the music
and dance staple, Synchronized with Soy Sos. Later in the season, a dance-focused
PearlPRESENTS will feature SPdp&SS founder Staycee Pearl alongside
choreographers Raphael Xavier and Chitra Subramanian.

Curated by DS Kinsel, the BOOM Gallery, located in KST’s historic 1914 lobby, presents
Eternal Maternal. Featuring artworks from interdisciplinary artists Fran Flaherty and
Meg Foley, the exhibition centers motherhood both as an active pursuit and a
fundamental state of existence, irrespective of and subject to gender. Visit the gallery
before performances from the opening on Monday, September 18 and Sunday,
December 17 to experience the artists’ unique interpretations of the sacred practice.

Our Fall 2023 Freshworks Residencies support exciting new performance works in
process. On October 6 and 7, Pria Dahiya shares a “play-adjacent performance work”
You and Me and The End of the World” that touches on loneliness and coming of age
through a pandemic. On December 1 and 2, Andraya Rand-Mathis presents dance,
music, and drag in Diving Within, part of a healing process from grief, heartbreak, and
childhood trauma.

KST’s Youth and Family programs feature a revamped Halloween celebration. Bring
the whole crew to join us for Pumpkin Palooza, An East Liberty Halloween Adventure!
There will be tricks, treats, performances, and crafts from community partners. Tune in
August 10 for our complete Fall 2023 offerings from The Alloy School.

The KST Presents Local and Global Performance series welcomes Blood Baby from
Detroit/Philadelphia-based artist Meg Foley, featuring four works from the series
(Primordial, Queer Parent Convening, Communion, and Touch Library). Foley shares
the performance Communion on Friday and Saturday, September 22 – 23. Don’t miss
the Welcome Dinner & Artist Talk on September 18, where Foley will be in conversation
with Fran Flarety; The Embodied Imaginary, a workshop with Foley on September
20; and a Queer Parent Convening later that evening. On December 8 and 9,
Pittsburgh’s own superduo slowdanger takes to the KST mainstage with SUPERCELL, a
new work addressing climate change and media sensitization. Join artists anna
thompson and taylor knight for a Welcome Dinner & Artist Talk on December 4, and
their workshop Demystifying the Box on December 6.

Finally, the Fall season wouldn’t be complete without Suite Life, our annual celebration
of KST namesakes Billy Strayhorn and Gene Kelly! Join us on Saturday, November 25
for a VIP reception and eclectic performance celebrating these Pittsburgh legends and
artistic champions.

There is so much to be explored in the voices and actions of artists across the KST
Presents programs. We hope you will add your bravery and boldness to the mix by
coming out to share in the work!

joseph hall
executive director



ABOUT kelly strayhorn Theater

Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, with two venues
running along historic Penn Avenue. KST’s Alloy Studios is a
cultural hub in the heart of East Liberty, and the historic
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is located in the thriving business
district. More than 20 years after its founding, KST is a home
for creative experimentation, community dialogue, and
collective action rooted in the liberation of Black and queer
people.
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Through Fran Flaherty’s Anthropology of Motherhood and Meg
Foley’s Blood Baby, Eternal Maternal examines the details and
expressions that encompass the nature of motherhood,
acknowledging mothering as both an active pursuit and a
fundamental state of existence, irrespective of and subject
to gender. Flaherty and Foley delve into the realm of divine
bodies, illuminating the inherent connection between mothering
and the sacred. The works unveil the natural act of mothering
intertwined with the profound forces of unconscious geology.
Eternal Maternal serves as a testament to the extraordinary
beauty and complexity inherent in the act of mothering,
inviting contemplation, challenging preconceptions, and
celebrating the diversity of maternal experiences. 

Curated by DS Kinsel.

About eternal Maternal show

Eternal Maternal 
Fran Flaherty & Meg Foley

BOOM Gallery | VISUAL ART

About the Artists

lived experiences of motherhood, care-giving, parenting, nurturing and
maternal labor. She is also the Director of Dyer Arts Center for the
Advancement of Deaf Culture at RIT/NTID, serves on the Advisory
Board of the Office of Public Art in Pittsburgh, and is a proud member
of the #notwhite collective.

Fran Flaherty is a Deaf artist, curator, and
educator practicing in Pittsburgh, PA, and
Rochester, NY. A first-generation
immigrant from the Philippines, her work
is centered in issues surrounding migrant
family relations and assimilation, maternal
feminism, & disability aesthetics. Flaherty
is the founder of Anthropology of
Motherhood, which engages the complex
visual, material, emotional, corporeal and 

Hotel, a 24-hour virtual hotel hosting rooms facilitated by 100+
international artists within Art Station Foundation’s and
CounterPulse’s Grand reUnion, and a National Center for
Choreography Akron Dancing Lab exploring how artistic and parenting
practices overlap with fellow artist parents. She grew up in the DC area,
was a creative movement baby who grew up to do a lot of club dancing,
studied visual art and dance, and now is a queerdo mama, based in
Philadelphia.

Meg Foley is a queer dance artist,
educator, and parent who creates
performances and somatic-based events
as self-affirming practices. She currently
researches gay and trans families and how
we are formed. Her improvisational
practice builds detailed movement
vocabularies out of scientifically-engaged
research and lived experience. Artistic
collaborations include co-curating Tender



We thank the generous individual donors, corporate sponsors,
foundations and agencies that provide vital support for our programs
and allow us to thrive in our community. This list reflects donations
and commitments made between July 1, 2022 and April 15, 2023

thank you! 

Fall 2023
Corporate sponsors & Foundations

ABOUT Boom Concepts
BOOM Concepts is a creative hub dedicated to the advancement of Black,
Brown, queer and femme artists. BOOM Concepts is located in Pittsburgh
and since 2014 has curated 50 exhibitions on-site, paid out over $100k in
artists fees and produced 200+ events across the country. BOOM Concepts
serves as a space for field building, knowledge sharing, mentorship, and
storytelling. In its 9th year, BOOM Concepts continues to work with
creatives to find innovative strategies around entrepreneurship and artistic
practice. In 2021, BOOM Concepts was selected to represent Pittsburgh for
the Google Arts & Culture platform and was identified as an American
Cultural Treasure through The Heinz Endowments and The Ford
Foundation.

ABOUT the Curator
DS Kinsel is an award winning creative entrepreneur and cultural agitator.
He expresses his creativity through the mediums of painting, printmaking,
collage, installation, curating, performance and public art. Kinsel’s work
puts focus on themes of space keeping, urban tradition, hip-hop,
informalism and cultural re-appropriation. A former AmeriCorps Public Ally
member, D.S. has also been recognized as an Awardee of the Pittsburgh
Courier Fab 40, Pittsburgh Magazine PUMP 40 Under 40, Pgh Tech Council
Creative of The Year, the Pittsburgh Post Gazette’s “Top Ten People To
Meet in 2016” and the Incline’s “Who’s Next” for 2018. D.S has served as a
board member of Pittsburgh Center for Creative REuse and the Black
Transformative Arts Network. Kinsel currently serves on the advisory board
for Shady Lane School, PearlArts Studios, and the Artist Communities
Alliance.
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