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kst presents: Spring 2022 welcome home

“When I think of home/ I think of a place where there’s love overflowing/
I wish I was home/ I wish I was back there with the things I been
knowing” 
– “Home,” The Wiz, music lyrics by Charlie Smalls

Following Dorothy’s (Diana Ross in The Wiz) adventures through the Land of
Oz, a fantastical NYC, she finally discovers her “world full of love…like home”
and is transported back to Harlem with help from Glinda the Good Witch
(Lena Horne). This final scene from The Wiz reminds me that it takes a “brand
new day,” a journey through self discovery to teach us to love and find our
home.

What does home mean to you? Is it a place, a feeling, a community? During
the pandemic, we all spent a lot of time in our apartments and houses, but
that doesn’t necessarily mean we were at home. To me, art and the theater
has always provided that journey to home. A place where I can fully, freely
express myself and be with others who love and appreciate the authentic me.
Over the years, Kelly Strayhorn Theater has had the great privilege of being an
artistic home to so many, from internationally acclaimed performers to
neighborhood kids taking their first ballet class at KST’s Alloy Studios.

KST has been my home too. I started here as an intern back in 2009 and even
after I left Pittsburgh, I always cherished the friends and memories made
here. I knew there was just something special about this place. Home has a
funny way of calling us back, doesn’t it?

Now as Executive Director, I want KST to continue to be a home for all of us.
Whether you feel more at home on the stage or sitting in the audience, this is
for you! 

This spring, we are excited to introduce our new pricing policy: Pay What
Moves You, an accessible scale of ticket prices. Over the last few years, we
heard feedback from artists and audiences alike–our ticket prices needed to
better reflect the value and importance of art, as well as supporting artists to
live well and thrive. Pay What Moves You encourages audiences to choose
an equitable price that best fits their budget, while also still fairly
compensating artists. It is also your opportunity to affirm the value of art! Go
for the top tier if you can afford to! It helps us keep the first tier affordable for
those who need it.

Welcome home to Kelly Strayhorn Theater with a season of beautiful,
challenging, and contemporary performances that speak to our current
moment. You may cry, you’ll definitely dance, and most importantly, you will
feel reconnected to this powerful collective of friends.

To see more of the spring season, 
visit kelly-strayhorn.org/spring-2022

joseph hall
executive director

https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/suite-life-2021/


ABOUT kelly strayhorn Theater
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, advancing live art
through strategic vision and community collaboration with
two venues running along Penn Avenue, KST’s Alloy Studios
and the historic Kelly Strayhorn Theater. More than 20 years
after its founding, KST continues to use its broad reach to
impact the contemporary arts and the community. 
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Obi Mbu (The Primordial House): An Igbo Creation Myth (2021)
is a 30-minute experimental film that captures the
movement of dancers illuminated with fluorescent paint
and ultraviolet light as they enact an Igbo-Nigerian myth of
creation. 

The story follows Eke-Nnechukwu and Chukwu (the
feminine and masculine polarities of the cosmos) as they
move from existing in perfect unity in and as the Blackness
of space to a stage of conflict and separation that allows our
world to come into existence. 

The Pittsburgh-based creative team includes Co-Directors
Mikael Owunna and Marques Redd; Movement Director
Ursula Payne; Dancers Corey Bourbonniere and Victoria
Watford; and Sound Designer Herman Pearl (Soy Sos). After
successful screenings in New York City, Los Angeles, and
Raleigh, Obi Mbu makes its Pittsburgh debut at the Kelly
Strayhorn Theater. Prepare to be enraptured and entranced
by this fantasia of dance and ritual performance.

The filming of Obi Mbu (The Primordial House) was made
possible with the support of the Advancing Black Arts in
Pittsburgh Grants Program, a partnership of The Pittsburgh
Foundation and The Heinz Endowments.
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Mikael Owunna (Director) is a queer
Nigerian-American multi-media artist
and engineer. Exploring the
intersections of visual media with
engineering, optics, Blackness, and
African cosmologies, Owunna’s work
has been exhibited across Africa, Asia,
Europe, and North America and been
collected by institutions such as the
Nasher Museum of Art, Museum of 

about the artists

Marques Redd (Director) is a
traditional African cosmologist,
independent scholar, and multi-
media artist. Redd’s published
academic essays include “Astro-Black
Mythology: The Poetry of Sun Ra” and
“Those Mysteries, Our Mysteries:
Ishmael Reed and the Construction of
a Black Esoteric Tradition,” and he has
contributed essays for arts 

Corey Bourbonniere (“Chukwu”), a
native of Woonsocket, Rhode Island,
joined Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre as a
professional dancer in 2012. Before
joining PBT, Bourbonniere trained
with the State Ballet of Rhode Island
and Heritage Ballet in Rhode Island,
as well as the Pittsburgh Ballet
Theatre School Graduate Program.
He also attended summer programs 

Fine Arts Houston, Equal Justice Initiative, Duke University Pratt
School of Engineering, and National Taiwan Museum. His work has
also been featured in media ranging from the New York Times to
CNN, NPR, VICE, and The Guardian. He has lectured at venues
including Harvard Law School, World Press Photo (Netherlands),
Tate Modern (UK), and TEDx. Owunna has published two
monographs: Limitless Africans (FotoEvidence, 2019) and
Cosmologies (ClampArt, 2021).

institutions and galleries including ClampArt, Silver Eye Center for
Photography, and Women of Visions. In October 2021, he and
Owunna launched a public art collaboration with the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra entitled “Playing the Cosmic Strings,” and they
are working on a series of glass sculptures that will be exhibited at
the Pittsburgh Glass Center in 2023. Redd is also currently writing a
scholarly text entitled Ancient Origins, Future Destinies: Blackness,
World Creativity, and the Word.

at the American Academy of Dance and Texas Ballet Theater. Corey
received the honor of being named one of Pointe Magazine’s
Standouts of 2018 for his portrayal of Bernardo in Jerome Robbins’
West Side Story Suite. He then went on to play the same role in
Francesca Zambello’s full length West Side Story at the Glimmerglass
Festival in Cooperstown, New York. Among his many PBT
performances, Corey’s favorites include Jiří Kylián’s Petite Mort, as
well as featured roles as a Stomper in Twyla Tharp’s In The Upper
Room, the Third Sailor in Jerome Robbins’ Fancy Free, and
Drosselmeyer in Terrence S. Orr’s The Nutcracker.



Ursula Payne (Movement Director)
is the chairperson of dance at
Slippery Rock University. Payne is a
graduate of The Ohio State
University where she received her
MFA in Dance with specializations in
Performance and Direction from
Labanotation Score. Payne formed
Mills and Payne dance company with
Tiffany Mills and performed in 

Herman Pearl (Soy Sos) (Sound
Design) is head engineer and owner
of Tuff Sound Recording, as well as
sound designer and co-founder of
PearlArts Studios, a sound and
creative movement company he
formed with his wife Staycee Pearl.
Through PearlArts, Herman creates
soundscapes to serve as a
complement to contemporary 

Victoria Watford, (“Eke-
Nnechukwu”) of Cleveland, Ohio,
joined Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre as a
professional dancer in 2016 from the
PBT School Graduate Program,
where she trained since 2014. Prior
to PBT, Watford completed several
summer intensives at PBT School,
trained with the Cleveland School of
Dance for more than 10 years and 
performed with Cleveland Youth Ballet Company in Diamonds, Don
Quixote, The Nutcracker and other works. With PBT, Watford has
performed in Giselle, The Sleeping Beauty, The Nutcracker, Beauty and
the Beast, La Bayadère, Western Symphony, Peter Pan and she
performed on tour at the 2015 Chicago Dancing Festival in Mark
Morris’ Sandpaper Ballet.

various dance festivals and professional venues in New York City,
Toronto-ON, Memphis-TN, Dallas-TX, and Eugene-OR. In addition to
her work with Mills and Payne Dance (1995-2000), Payne performed
as a dancer with Diane McIntyre in the film The Beloved and in
McIntyre’s evening length work Love Poems to God, which premiered
at BAM. Since 2000, Payne has received four Pennsylvania Council
for the Arts choreographic fellowships and numerous commissions
from universities and dance companies.

dance. As a sound designer for 25 years, Herman’s repertoire
includes collaborations with Kyle Abraham, Robert Battle, Donald
Byrd, Attack Theater, and Rennie Harris. 



Isabelle Analo (Production Assistant)
is a Nigerian American multi-media
artist based in Los Angeles,
California. She has creative directed
and photographed for multiple
companies and organizations across
Nigeria and America. Her
photography placed as a finalist in
the Sony 2021 World Photography
awards. Analo is pursuing a BA at the
USC School of Cinematic Arts.

Marquita Sams (Movement
Consultant) received a BA in Dance
and African American Studies from
Washington University in St. Louis
and a MFA in Dance from the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
She has performed with Cecil
Slaughter’s The Slaughter Project,
Philadanco D/2, Project Motion, Ko-
Thi Dance Company, and Wild Space 
Dance Company. She worked as the assistant to the Founder of
Hattiloo Theatre in Memphis and choreographed during her tenure
there. Sams has also choreographed and performed solo work at
the Milwaukee Art Museum, the Drucker Center in Chicago, the
Kenilworth Arts Studios in Milwaukee, and the Tubman Museum and
in Macon, GA. Sams is a certified Reiki Master and offers healing
services through Much Joy Healing Studio.



Thank you!
We thank the generous individual donors, corporate
sponsors, foundations and agencies that provide vital
support for our programs and allow us to thrive in our
community. This list reflects donations and commitments
made between September 1, 2020 and August 31, 2021.
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2021-2022 Season Sponsors: 

Levin Furniture & Mattress
Urban Redevelopment Authority
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