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ABOUT kelly strayhorn Theater
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, advancing live art
through strategic vision and community collaboration with
two venues running along Penn Avenue, KST’s Alloy Studios
and the historic Kelly Strayhorn Theater. More than 20 years
after its founding, KST continues to use its broad reach to
impact the contemporary arts and the community. 
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Set to a tender soundtrack, the film was created by  Kyle
Abraham in collaboration with the dancers of his
contemporary dance company A.I.M by Kyle Abraham and
filmmaker Dehanza Rogers. The 30-minute piece features
performances from Abraham, Tamisha A. Guy, Keerati
Jinakunwiphat, Claude “CJ” Johnson, Catherine Kirk, Jae
Neal, Donovan Reed, and Gianna Theodore.

ABOUT the Film

Love & relationships
A screening & Conversation

with Kyle Abraham, Brian Broome, Akasha L. Van
Cartier, Staycee Pearl, and sarah huny young

The film screening is followed by a panel discussion with
Kyle  Abraham and Pittsburgh based artists including Brian
Broome, Akasha L. Van Cartier, Staycee Pearl, and sarah
huny young. Centered around queer relationships in
Pittsburgh, the conversation will explore self love, Black love
and the multiplicity of ways love is exchanged between
queer folx and across race.

ABOUT the Discussion

Created in honor of Out, Queer, and Black namesake Billy
Strayhorn, My People is Kelly Strayhorn Theater’s annual
festival featuring Queer and Trans Artists of Color that
began as a film series and lives on as a multi-disciplinary,
multi-event festival. For 2021 the program will be co-
presented with Pittsburgh Dance Council and will center
the work of Black, Queer, Pittsburgh native and MacArthur
Genius Award Winning Choreographer, Kyle Abraham.

ABOUT My People festival

https://www.instagram.com/aimbykyleabraham/
https://www.instagram.com/dehanza/
https://www.instagram.com/kyle_abraham_original_recipe/
https://www.instagram.com/TamishaGuy/
https://www.instagram.com/thekeeratikid/
https://www.instagram.com/cj4400/
https://www.instagram.com/cat_kirk/
https://www.instagram.com/jaeneal/
https://www.instagram.com/Doonnovan/
https://www.instagram.com/giannatheodore/


Kyle Abraham (Artistic Director, A.I.M by Kyle Abraham)
and his choreography have been featured in O Magazine,
Ebony, Vogue, Kinfolk, Document Journal, and several other
publications. He is the proud recipient of a 2016 Doris Duke
Award, 2012 United States Fellowship, several coveted
Princess Grace awards including the 2018 Statue Award and
in 2013, he was named MacArthur Fellow.
 
Over the past several years, Abraham has been
commissioned by a variety of dance companies, including
The Royal Ballet, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater,
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, New York City Ballet (NYCB),
Paul Taylor American Modern Dance (PTAMD), and National
Ballet of Cuba, among others. Highlights include Abraham’s
collaborations with NYCB—When We Fell, which The New
York Times reviewed as “among the most beautiful dance
films of the pandemic” and The Runaway, which was
recognized as one of the “Best Dance(s) of 2018.” Abraham
also created Only the Lonely in 2019 for PTAMD, being
selected as the final choreographer Paul Taylor
commissioned before his passing. Additionally, Abraham
has been commissioned by Fall for Dance Festival,
premiering to be seen, a solo for American Ballet Theatre
Principal Dancer Calvin Royal III in 2020 and Ash, a solo
work for American Ballet Theatre Principal Dancer Misty
Copeland in 2019. 
 
The University of Southern California Glorya Kaufman
School of Dance named Abraham to the Claude and Alfred
Mann Endowed Professorship in Dance starting Fall 2021.
He is the Artistic Director of A.I.M, the internationally
acclaimed New York-based dance company. 
 
In 2011, OUT Magazine labeled him as the “best and
brightest creative talent to emerge in New York City in the
age of Obama”.

For more information please visit:
http://aimbykyleabraham.org. 

ABOUT Kyle Abraham

ABOUT the panelists
Brian Broome’s debut memoir, Punch Me Up to the Gods,
was an NYT Editor’s Pick and a finalist for the 2021 Kirkus
prize. His work has appeared in The Washington Post, Poets
and Writers, Medium, and more. Brian was a K. Leroy Irvis
Fellow and an instructor in the Writing Program at the
University of Pittsburgh. He has been a finalist in The Moth
storytelling competition and won the grand prize in
Carnegie Mellon University’s Martin Luther King Writing
Awards. He also won a VANN Award from the Pittsburgh
Black Media Federation for journalism in 2019. His film,
Garbage, won the Audience Choice Award at the Cortada
Short Film Festival and was a semi-finalist in the Portland
Short Fest.
 

https://www.vogue.com/article/behind-the-scenes-of-another-night-choreographer-kyle-abrahams-alvin-ailey-debut
https://www.kinfolk.com/at-work-with-kyle-abraham/
https://www.documentjournal.com/2020/06/choreographer-kyle-abraham-actor-jeremy-pope-and-artist-louis-fratino-on-what-it-means-to-be-a-man-today/
https://www.ddcf.org/grants/Grant-Recipients/2016-doris-duke-artist-awards/
https://pgfusa.org/award-winners-chronoorder/kyle-abraham/
https://www.macfound.org/fellows/class-of-2013/kyle-abraham
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/09/arts/dance/review-kyle-abraham-new-york-city-ballet.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/21/arts/the-choreographer-kyle-abraham-mixes-things-up-at-city-ballet.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/07/arts/dance/the-best-dance-of-2018.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/31/arts/dance/paul-taylor-american-modern-dance-review.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/27/arts/dance/review-fall-for-dance-program-2.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/01/arts/dance/kyle-abraham-misty-copeland-fall-for-dance.html
https://kaufman.usc.edu/kyle-abraham-endowed-professor/
http://aimbykyleabraham.org/about
http://aimbykyleabraham.org/
https://www.brianbroome.com/book
https://www.brianbroome.com/book


Akasha L. Van Cartier, Pittsburgh's foremost Drag Queen
has been entertaining audiences for 21 years. She first
started raising money performing in benefit events. Akasha
has also competed and performed nationally, gaining
experience, recognition, and starting Drag Queen Story
Hour with the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. Akasha did a
three episode series of virtual Drag Queen Story Time
episodes with KST for the Fall 2020 season. You can now see
Akasha throughout the tri-state area, reading to children
and raising money for the Humane Animal Rescue League.
Find Akasha on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, Venmo or
Cashapp @lastladyofpgh.

Staycee Pearl is the co-artistic director of PearlArts and
STAYCEE PEARL dance project & Soy Sos, where she creates
artful experiences through dance-centered multimedia
works in collaboration with her husband and artistic
collaborator, Herman Pearl. Staycee received her initial
dance training at the Alvin Ailey American Dance Center. In
2009, STAYCEE PEARL dance project & Soy Sos (SPdp&SS)
debuted at the Kelly Strayhorn Theater. Since then the duo
has produced several works including ..on being…, OCTAVIA,
and FLOWERZ, and are currently working on their National
Dance Project supported CIRCLES. Staycee is passionate
about sharing resources and creating opportunities for the
arts community by initiating project-generating programs
including the Charrette Series, the In The Studio Series, and
the PearlDiving Movement Residency.

sarah huny young is an award-winning creative director
and visual artist primarily documenting and exalting Black
womanhood and queer communities through portraiture
and video. Framing her subjects as collaborators, she often
shoots on-location across the country in personal, intimate
spaces of the subject’s choosing. Her work has been
featured in Pittsburgh City Paper, New York Magazine, and
The New York Times. huny received the Advancing Black
Arts in Pittsburgh grant in 2016 and 2020 to execute
AMERICAN WOMAN, a portrait and documentary series
about Black American women, and was named one of the
most influential African-Americans of 2017 by The Root
("The Root 100"); “Who’s Next in Art” 2018 by The Incline;
and one of “12 People to Meet in Pittsburgh 2018” by
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. She is also the 2020 recipient of a
"Best in Pittsburgh" award, via Pittsburgh City Paper, for co-
founding the Pittsburgh Artists Emergency Fund to assist gig
workers affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Currently,
huny owns and operates creative agency Supreme Clientele,
is a 2021 Sibyls Shrine resident artist and a "Marking this
Moment: Pittsburgh Artists in 2020" Fellow via Kelly
Strayhorn Theater, and a member of Diversify Photo and
Black Women Photographers.



My people 2021

Thursday, November 11
7:00pm – 10:00pm

KST’s Alloy Studios 
5530 Penn Ave
Free!

An immersive card playing 
Experience

Get Ur Spades on

Friday, November 12
10:00am – 12:00pm

KST’s Alloy Studios
 5530 Penn Ave
Pay What Makes You Happy 
Proof of Vaccine + Masks Required

with Kyle Abraham
Community Class
Presented by pearlArts

Friday, November 12
7:00pm

KST’s Alloy Studios 
5530 Penn Ave
Pay What Makes You Happy 

curated by sarah huny young

Black, Queer &
Here

Saturday, November 13
8:00 pm

Byham Theater 
101 6th Street Season

a.i.m by kyle abraham
An untitled love
Presented in partnership with the
Pittsburgh Dance Council 

https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/get-ur-spades-on/
https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/class-with-kyle-abraham/
https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/black-queer-here/
https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/an-untitled-love/


This season at kelly strayhorn Theater

Saturday, November 27
6:00pm VIP Celebration
8:00pm Jazz Concert

Kelly Strayhorn Theater
5941 Penn Ave. 
Pay What Makes You Happy!

Suite Life
A Celebration of 
Billy Strayhorn & Gene Kelly

Wednesday, November 17 
8:00 pm

KST’s Alloy Studios 
5530 Penn Ave. 
Pay What Makes You Happy!

with soy sos (live) 
Synchronized

To see more of our fall season shows, 
visit kelly-strayhorn.org

Thank you!
We thank the generous individual donors, corporate sponsors,
foundations and agencies that provide vital support for our
programs and allow us to thrive in our community. This list
reflects donations and commitments made between September
1, 2020 and August 31, 2021.

Allegheny Regional Asset District
Arts Equity Reimagined
BNY Mellon
Bookminders
Clark Hunter Foundation
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
Duolingo
Federal Home Loan Bank Pittsburgh
Giant Eagle
The Grable Foundation
The Heinz Endowments
Henry L. Hillman Family Foundation
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield | Allegheny Health Network
Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation
The Mosites Company
National Financial Services LLC
National Performance Network
New Sun Rising
Opportunity Fund
PACE | Program to Aid Citizen Enterprise
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
The Pittsburgh Foundation
PNC Bank
PNC Financial Services Group
Rivers of Steel Heritage Corp.
UPMC Health Plan

Corporate SPONSORS & foundations

Presented by PearlArts

https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/suite-life-2021/
https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/suite-life-2021/
https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/synchonized-soy-sos-nov/
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