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KSt Presents: newMoves Contemporary dance Festival 
returns — 44 dancers, 14 choreographers, 3 nights of 
performances, workshops, panels and more

Featuring the Pittsburgh premiere of Super Nature by BodyCartography Project (MPLS)

Kelly Strayhorn Theater presents the sixth annual newMoves Contemporary Dance Festival, May 
7–9, 2015 at Kelly Strayhorn Theater and The Alloy Studios. A multi-day, multi-venue festival showcas-
ing exciting new work by choreographers from Pittsburgh and around the country, newMoves features 
performances along with special events that connect newMoves festival artists with audiences, and 
with each other. 

This year’s festival — the only of its kind in Pittsburgh — boasts three evenings of workshops, panels, 
post-show discussions, dance parties, and performances with 14 of the country’s most exciting chore-
ographers from Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, Ohio and beyond. newMoves features a diverse selection of 
evocative new works, excerpts, and works-in-progress from emerging and established artists ready to 
inspire and engage audiences. Each day draws on different themes ranging from our relationship with 
technology, time, and memory, to movement and identity.

Highlighting newMoves this year is a special festival version of Super Nature by BodyCartography 
Project. Featuring the Minneapolis-based company and nine local performers, Super Nature explores 
the physical and social space between what it means to be human and what it means to be an animal. 

“That’s where Super Nature came from,” says Olive Bieringa, co-director of BodyCartography Project. 
“The idea of the social and the animal body, and the implications of how the body affects the environ-
ment or how it is affected by its environment. We’re interested in effect and empathy and what it takes 
to effect change through moving. What is it to really allow ourselves to feel and be moved?”

“As a leading presenter in contemporary dance performance we are proud to use newMoves as a plat-
form to present new works here in Pittsburgh,” says KST executive director janera solomon. “With well-
established, internationally and nationally renowned choreographers like Sidra Bell, Camille A. Brown, 
and Marjani Forte who got their start on the KST stage, KST continues the legacy of featuring a diverse, 
intergenerational mix of the country’s best emerging talent showcasing an innovative body of work.” 

Different choreographers are showcased each night of the festival in three unique programs, with 
special presentations of BodyCartography Project’s Super Nature following the showcases on Friday and 
Saturday evening. Tickets are $10 for students and artists; $15 for 15206 residents; and $20 for general 
audiences. Each day of the festival is ticketed separately, and a festival pass is available for $50.

In addition to the performances, join us for pre-show mixers, workshops, panels, dance parties and 



more. Details will be posted in the coming weeks on the newMoves festival page.

What’s your newMove? 

We want to see your moves! Share a short video of yourself showing off your signature dance move via 
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. Use the hashtag #KSTnewMoves and tag @KSTheater for a chance to 
win a pair of festival passes. Winners chosen weekly. 

All festival events take place at the Kelly Strayhorn Theater (5941 Penn Ave) and the Alloy Studios (5530 
Penn Ave).

2015 newMoves Choreographers

Elizabeth Atwell, artistic director of Factory Street Studio in Athens, OH, facilitates the Factory Street 
Studio Capstone Project, an annual class providing seniors in high school the opportunity to engage in a 
pre-professional project. Beginning with the concept that self-esteem is nurtured through the creative 
act of dance making, capstone students are given prompts and develop a themed composition unique 
to each cohort.

Alexandra Bodnarchuk is a Pittsburgh-based freelance dance artist. In May 2014 her work, CONNOTA-
TIONS: unknown, premiered to sold out audiences at PearlArts Studios. She has also presented work 
at the HATCH Presenting Series (NYC) and American Dance Festival (Durham, NC). She is thrilled to be 
participating in newMoves for a second year!

Gia T. Cacalano is an educator, choreographer, improviser, and performer currently based in Pittsburgh, 
PA. Ms. Cacalano’s career spans a 30 year timeline and is ongoing. Ms. Cacalano is organizer of Gia T. 
Presents, an ensemble of musicians, film-makers, poets, dancers, electronic, and visual artists invested 
in the art of improvisation.

Moriah Ella Mason graduated from Sarah Lawrence College in 2009 with a B.A. in Modern Dance and 
International Development. Her choreography has been presented at Future Tenant (Trespass Resi-
dency), the New Hazlett (CSA series), Vox Populi (Philadelphia Fringe Festival), and at a variety of small 
venues in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Tucson, and Brooklyn.

Megan Mazarick is a Philadelphia-based choreographer, performer, and teacher. She has toured her 
work throughout the US and internationally, creating work that is visceral, humorous, and political. 
Most recently, she was invited to Cairo, Egypt to perform her solo, monster, as part of the By Chance 
Contemporary Dance Festival 2015. As a performer she has danced on the hood of a moving car, swung 
from the side of a rock cliff, and rolled through the remains of a many crumbling buildings.

Jamie Erin Murphy is a Pittsburgh dancer and choreographer who is passionate about the human body 
and how it works. She has worked with many local companies and has presented work in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, and NYC. She recently finished a choreography mentorship with Doug Varone and Dancers and is 
exploring new ways to make bodies move.

Maree Remalia is a dance artist based in Washington, DC. merrygogo is her platform for creating 
project-based performance works. In autumn 2015, she will begin a two-year residency as Middlebury 
College’s Mellon Interdisciplinary choreographer. She earned her MFA at Ohio State University and is a 
certified Gaga teacher.

Brady Sanders, originally from Oswego, IL, toured nationally and internationally with Thodos Dance  
Chicago and The Cavaliers Drum and Bugle Corps. Brady acted as Artistic Director for the Pride of  
Cincinnati Dance Ensemble’s inaugural 2014 season and is currently teaching and choreographing  
extensively throughout the Pittsburgh area and across the Midwest.

slowdanger is a movement/music duo from Pittsburgh, PA founded by Taylor Knight and Anna Thomp-
son. slowdanger released their full length album memory 3 in March 2015. Most recently they present-
ed their performance piece swimmoon at the PGH Biennial and the Space Upstairs.

Jil Stifel is a collaborative artist who works in movement, dance and performance. She inhabits a body 



filled with memories, imprints, and a constant desire to be present. Recent presenters of her work 
include: Kelly Strayhorn Theater’s Fresh Works residency, Pittsburgh, PA; PRACTICE gallery, Philadel-
phia, PA; Lightlab Performance Series, Pittsburgh, PA; and the New Hazlett CSA Performance Series, 
Pittsburgh, PA.

Joan Wagman is grateful to KST for including her in this program embracing experimentation. Her 
choreography career has spanned dance, theatre, opera, and film. Some past projects include: Eels of 
the Loch (with composer Barbara White), performed as a site-specific work at Wood St. Gallery, and as a 
contemporary ballet at the Byham Theatre; Drafting, her documentary and dance-based short film; and 
the choreography and staging for a contemporary opera, Dybbuk, performed at the New Hazlett Theatre.

Jean-Paul Weaver is originally from Denver, CO. He has danced for companies such as Deeply Rooted 
Dance Theatre, Renegade Dance Theatre, Elements Contemporary Ballet, Polaris Dance Theatre, and 
Texture Contemporary Ballet. He has apprenticed with Luna Negra Dance Theatre and Camille A. Brown 
and Dancers. He has also worked on Projects with Nijawwon Mathews, Michael Velez, Elizabeth Cas-
taneda, and Anthony Williams, and has present work at Texture Contemporary Ballet’s W.I.P. showcase.

Anthony Williams, a native of Chicago, IL, began his artistic journey at the age of 16 as the Scarecrow 
in The Black Ensemble’s production of The Wiz, working under the direction of Jackie Taylor. Williams 
attended Millikin University, where he graduated with a BFA in Musical Theatre. He was then accepted 
into the emerging artist ensemble of Deeply Rooted Productions, and became a member of the August 
Wilson Center Dance Ensemble during their last season. His previous choreography credits with KST 
include the newMoves work Identity in 2013 and Fresh Works work-in-progress Loving Black in 2014.

Pittsburgh Premiere: BodyCartography Project, Super Nature

BodyCartography Project is the brainchild of co-directors Olive Bieringa and Otto Ramstad. Together, 
they create site-based and stage performances, films and installations. Using sound, movement and 
imagery, Bieringa and Ramstad aim to draw the audience into the performance and feel empathy for  
the performers.

Full of artifice and animal appetites, Super Nature engages the wild, the domestic, and the civilized 
aspects of human nature to create a radical ecological melodrama. In Super Nature, BodyCartography 
seeks to engage an audience’s visceral response over their need to immediately make cognitive mean-
ing from what they see. In other words, they endeavor to choreograph empathy.

Performers: Laurel Atwell, Justin Jones, Duncan Shultz, Otto Ramstad, Dolo Mc Comb, Anna Marie 
Shogren, Timmy Wagner, and Sam Johnson.

The presentation of BodyCartography - Super Nature was made possible by the New England  
Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project, with lead funding from the Dorris Duke Charitable  
Foundation and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, with additional support from the National  
Endowment for the Arts.

about the Kelly Strayhorn theater

Kelly Strayhorn Theater (KST) uses the arts as a catalyst for community revitalization, and plays a key 
role in the transformation of East Liberty and nearby neighborhoods. In its thirteenth year as an orga-
nization, and seventh season of original programming, KST continues to demonstrate its commitment 
to Pittsburgh artists and audiences, supporting the presentation of risk-taking new work by emerging 
artists and arts organizations. KST operates two professionally-equipped venues along the Penn Avenue 
arts corridor. The historic Kelly Strayhorn Theater (formerly the Regent Theatre, 1914) is a 350-seat multi-
arts venue, and the last survivor of East Liberty’s nine original theaters. Noted Pittsburghers and KST 
namesakes Gene Kelly and Billy Strayhorn are among the 80 area artists honored in the theater’s Gallery 
of Stars. Just blocks away, KST’s Alloy Studios play host to intimate performance events and provide 
creative space for artist residencies, Alloy School dance classes, and performance rehearsals, as well as 
community art and music programs.
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